Mr. Randal Fosdick Moore

October 24, 1952 - February 17, 2026

Randal “Randy” Fosdick Moore, a playwright, song writer and poet, passed
away on the evening of Feb. 17 at Hospice of East Texas in Tyler, TX.

Randy, 73, worked as an accountant in Rusk, TX, but was so much more than
his profession to his family and community. He was an artist of many colors —
a poet, songwriter, musician, painter and even a playwright. He left no stone
unturned when it came to his creativity.

In the late 1990s, Randy surprised the patrons of the Cherokee Civic Theater
with several productions of his own, including “Home Grown Tomatoes” and
“Tammit TV.” These two fictional comedies emphasized the day-to-day
cadence of a small town through the local radio and TV stations. After the first
two productions, he penned a full musical “OH Tammit!” that followed the
same small-town theme, but through the eyes of the local theater community,
a play within a play that included auditions, rehearsals, a soundtrack of 10
original songs, and the musical production of the fictional townspeople.

In 1998, Randy made newspaper headlines with his fourth play, “The Bridge,”
a musical that educated citizens about the history of Rusk while also telling a
tale of a father and his three daughters. “The Bridge” was a whole family affair,
with close friends and family taking on jobs such as acting, stage crew and
orchestra. Like in “OH Tammit,” Randy wrote 10 original songs for “The



Bridge” and worked with his brother-in-law to score those songs for a small
orchestra, rather than the traditional piano accompaniment.

“The Bridge” was such a success that the city of Rusk asked Randy and his
Cherokee Theater partners to produce it for two more consecutive years and
created a city-wide event called “Boxcars, BBQ & the Bridge.” The event
earned Rusk a Texas Downtown Association Award for Best Promotional
Event in 1999.

Many knew Randy as a musician. In the early 1990s, he played in a three-part
harmony band, “Esmeralda and the Fosdick Brothers.” They performed ‘60s
and 70s covers, and original songs written by himself and his bandmate,
known on stage as the other Fosdick brother.

Moore spent an entire lifetime penning poems and songs for his loving wife,
daughters and friends, self-publishing books along the way: “Poetry in

Mo

Silence,” “Ghosts in a House of Mirrors,” “Pocket Poems” and “Petals,” to
name a few. He also wrote a novella in college, titled “The Mystery of the
Stolen Drams,” and a humorous short book, “An Itch to Scratch,” about how to
successfully play scratch-off lotto. He sold copies at Katie’s Pantry on the

corner where he was seen scratching his own tickets from time to time.

In the late 1980s, Randy ventured into art of another kind — watercolor
painting. He painted a small collection of scenes that line the walls of his
family home. They include: “Terlingua,” “The Red Boots,” and “The Windmill,”
to name a few.

Randy found special joy in supporting the talents of his three daughters and
wife by attending school concerts and sporting events, as well as community
theater performances. - He continued this tradition with his three
grandchildren, who dearly called him “Poppy.” He encouraged creativity



through make-believe and adventure, inventing stories about hidden
landmarks and building cardboard villages in the yard from appliance boxes.
He wrote many songs and poems for his wife Nancy throughout their life
together, beginning with their first meeting in the summer of ’69, when they
were just teenagers. They just celebrated their 50 Anniversary in June 2025.

Randy was born in Dallas, TX and later moved with his family to Houston,
where he graduated from Spring Branch High School. He earned his
bachelors degree from Stephen F. Austin State University in 1974 and loved
East Texas so deeply that he relocated his family of five to Rusk in 1982. He is
a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

Randy is survived by his wife, Nancy Moore; daughters, Wendy Moore of Fort
Worth, TX, Natalie (Jason) Herr of Magnolia, TX, and Holly Moore of Bedford,
TX; grandchildren, Carley Welch, Chloe Welch, and Carter Welch; and several
nieces and nephews. He is also survived by his brother Richard C. Moore, IlI
of Austin, TX and sister Diane Moore Lynch of BelImont, CA. He was preceded
in death by his mother Jean Fosdick Moore; father Richard C. Moore, Jr.; and
stepmother Patricia Moore.

Visitation is set for 6-8 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 22 at Wallace-Thompson Funeral
Home in Rusk, TX. Services will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 23 at
Wallace-Thompson Funeral Home with Rusk LDS Branch President Devan
Waters officiating. The burial will follow at the Rusk Cedar Hill City Cemetery.

Flowers may be sent to the family through Flowers by Janae in Rusk. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made to Hospice of East Texas.



Cemetery Details

Cedar Hill Cemetery

Cedar Hill Cemetery
Rusk, TX 75785

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 22. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

The Chapel of Wallace-Thompson Funeral Home
221 5th St.

Rusk, TX 75785

info@wallacethompson.com

Funeral Service

FEB 23. 10:00 AM (CT)

The Chapel of Wallace-Thompson Funeral Home
221 5th St.

Rusk, TX 75785

info@wallacethompson.com
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Tribute Wall

Wendy - On behalf of BRAVE/R Together, we are sending you and
the family our prayers

Angela - February 23 at 07:14 PM

Randy was one of best friends. We played on our Church softball
team in Nacogdoches, Texas. Randy was the second baseman and
| played catcher. On one play on a hit to the right field, | yelled at
Randy just to through it to home plate. As soon as the ball hit
Randy's glove he turned and threw it at the sound of my voice
without even looking at me. Of course, we made the play at home
plate and got the runner out.

We had several adventures together during our time in
Nacogdoches. | will always treasure my memories of Randy.

Robert Ault - February 22 at 10:29 PM

Should have been throw instead of through.

Robert Ault - February 23 at 02:18 PM

Fern p B. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Randal
Fosdick Moore.

Fern p B. - February 22 at 02:54 PM



Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased
for the family of Mr. Randal Fosdick Moore.

February 20 at 05:28 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mr. Randal Fosdick Moore.

February 20 at 02:16 PM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and Whit

e was purchased for the family of Mr. Randal
Fosdick Moore.

February 20 at 02:16 PM

Randy was a unique and special person. My late husband, Bobby
Long, worked with Randy at Rusk State Hospital and thought so
much of him. When Bobby retired, Randy walked him to his catr...
one last gesture of the friendship they had forged through the years.
I'm sorry for your loss & know you will miss him. Blessings, Patti
Long

Patti Long - February 20 at 12:06 PM
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Bryan A. purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessi
ngs- All White for the family of Mr. Randal
Fosdick Moore.

Bryan A. - February 19 at 07:30 PM

Randy was more than a brother in law--he was my brother. Randy
became part of the crazy Witmer Clan when he started dating
Nancy in high school. Dating off and on during their college years,
Randy and Nancy finally got married and he was brave enough to
claim all of us Witmers as his own family. He worked hard to provide
for his family without jeopardizing his creative side through his
music, poetry and art. Where did he find the time??!! I'll miss his
quirky sense of humor. I'm sending love, light, and prayers to
Nancy, my sweet sister, and their daughters and grandchildren.
Marie Elise Witmer

Marie Elise Witmer - February 19 at 12:34 PM

Randy was a great high school friend growing up in Spring bBranch.
Spent lots of time at the Dads Club with Darrell and my brother Jeff.
And good times also with Ricky Steve & Drew. SFA and Nacogdoches
playing in the piney woods. Chicago, ZZ Top, Jerry Jeff and Steve
Martin. And years later going with you and Nancy to Astroworld before
it closed. A couple of months ago he told me how much he loved his
family- Nancy his daughters and his grandchildren. Talked a lot about
music. You will be missed

Bryan Arnold - February 19 at 06:49 PM
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