
Mary Wallace Woods
March 14, 1928 - September 16, 2020

Tyler-Mary Wallace Woods went to be with her Lord and Saviour on Thursday,
Sept. 16, 2020 from The Hospice of East Texas at 4111 University Blvd. in
Tyler, Texas. Mary had tested positive for the Covid-19 Virus at Briarcliff
Healthcare Center on Sept. 1, 2020 and was moved into their Covid Unit and
monitored, given oxygen, but no other treatment, because her only symptom
was a dry cough. She had no temperature during her illness. THE PUBLIC
NEEDS TO KNOW HOW THIS AWFUL DISEASE DESTROYS. On Sept. 9,
2020, Mary made a very drastic change for the worst. Briarcliff sent her to
Christus Mother Francis Hospital Emergency Room. She remained there for
the day until they decided to send her to Hospice so that she would be able to
spend her final hours in much greater comfort, because her condition was so
advanced, which, unfortunately, made it Much Too Late For Any Treatment to
SAVE HER by then. There was No Service. There was No Burial, because our
Family did not want to be responsible for bringing people together and
possibly making someone else sick or even worse. We 7 children (Arlene,
Ray, Tosha, Casey, Izzy, Tessa and Josh) did go and visit her grave the day
after she was buried and we spread dozens of pink and purple rose petals on
our Mimi’s grave, we prayed, Casey played the Guitar, we sang 2 of Mimi’s
favorite songs, each told our favorite memories of Mimi, on spread blankets,
we picnicked on our Churches Fried Chicken and Kentucky Fried Chicken (2
of Mimi’s favorites). We then released 12 Beautiful Purple, Lavender and
Orchid Satin Ballons into the SKY…And… All yelled out at the Same



Time…”We Love you Mimi!!! 
 Mary Frances Helm was born on March 14, 1928 to Oscar E. Helm and

Bessie Elnora Evans Helm in Ponta, Texas. Bessie gave birth to 14 babies.
The first five died of such diseases as Whooping Cough, Rheumatic Fever,
Smallpox, Diphtheria and Food Poisoning. Bessie then gave birth to 9 more
Healthy Children who lived to be in their 70s, 80s and 90s. Mary Frances was
the 9th of the 14 children. There was Johnny, Phillip, Virginia, Helen, Felix,
Lloyd, then, Leneia, J.W., Lorene, MARY FRANCES, Roy, James (Twins,
Buddy and Sissy) and Dale. Mary Frances was almost the Last One Standing.
The only one left now of 14 is Buddy Helm of Alto, Texas. Mary Frances’s
mother, evidently knew that Mary Frances was going to be one very Special
Human Being! Bessie loved all of her children and she thought that they were
all very special, But, Out of 14, Mary Frances is the one and Only named after
SomeOne. Bessie chose to name Mary Frances after both of her
grandmothers, MARY JANE EVANS and FANNY FRANCES HELM. What an
Honor it was for Mary Frances to be named after both of her grandmothers.
She Always did her Best to Honor Them and to Make Them Proud!! 

 Mary was preceded in Death by her Parents, her Grandparents, her son,
Doylen Lee, 3 Ex-Husbands, 12 siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins and dear
friends. 

 Mary is survived by one daughter, Arlene and Husband Ray Todd of Tyler,
Texas, granddaughter, Tosha and Husband, Casey Dilorio, and great-
granddaughter, Izzy Dilorio of Dallas, Texas, granddaughter, Tessa and
Husband, Josh Morgan of Dallas, Texas, daughter-in-law, Susan and
Husband John Taylor of Galveston, Texas, granddaughter, Sandy Wallace
Gilbert, great-granddaughter Katy Gilbert, great-grandson, Mitchell Gilbert all
of Bullard, Texas, grandson, Michael Lee Wallace and wife Lisa, great-
grandson, Jacob Wallace, great-granddaughter Alison Wallace, all of
McKinney, Texas, one brother, Buddy Helm of Alto, Texas, one stepson,
DeWayne Ray Wallace and wife Sarah and family of Jacksonville, Texas, one
stepdaughter-in-law and cousin, Mindi Wallace, one grand-stepson and



cousin, Carson DeWayne Wallace, both of Rusk, Texas, and by Many Loving
Nieces, Nephews, Cousins, Sisters-in-law, Brothers-in-law, Family Members,
Loved Ones and Dear and Most Treasured Friends. 

 We wish to Thank The Caretakers from The Arbors in Rusk, Texas, The
Clairmont and Briarcliff in Tyler, Texas, Christus Mother Francis Hospital, All
The Angels At Hospice of East Texas, To All you Dear Friends, for your
prayers, cards, calls, flowers, food, gifts, memorials, most loving comforting
words and Your Support Through It All & Especially to Jimmy Thompson and
Stoney Thompson at Wallace-Thompson Funeral Home for EVERYTHING
THAT YOU DID TO MAKE IT ALL SO MUCH EASIER FOR OUR FAMILY!!!
We Love You All!!!!! *The Family of Mary Wallace Woods* 

 If desired, Memorials to Hospice of East Texas in Tyler, Texas or To St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital; Memphis, Tennessee.
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